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Dipluridae was characterized by RAVEN (1985) by the fol-
lowing synapomorphies: elongated posterior lateral spinnerets,
widely separated posterior median spinnerets, and a lowered
caput plus thoracic region elevated. The eight genera known
from South America have been included in four subfamilies
(RAVEN 1985): Diplurinae (Diplura C.L. Koch, 1850; Trechona C.L.
Koch, 1850; Linothele Karsch, 1879), Masteriinae (Masteria L.
Koch, 1873; Striamea Raven, 1981), Ischnothelinae (Ischnothele
Ausserer, 1875; Andethele Coyle, 1995), and Euagrinae (Chilexops
Coyle, 1986). Later, MARÉCHAL & MARTY (1998) revalidated
Harmonicon Pickard-Cambridge, 1896 (Diplurinae); and, re-
cently, DROLSHAGEN & BÄCKSTAM (2009) described the monotypic
Metriura Drolshagen & Bäckstam, 2009 from Brazil, for Metriura
striatipes Drolshagen & Bäckstam, 2009. The authors did not
explain their reasons for including their new genus in
Dipluridae, but considered that Metriura belongs to Diplurinae
because of the presence of two rows of teeth on the paired
tarsal claws. They distinguished Metriura from Diplura, Trechona,
and Harmonicon by the absence of a prolateral lyra on the max-
illae, and from Linothele by the presence of a broader and longer
labiosternal suture, two erect foveal setae in front of the fovea,
a strongly curved base on metatarsus I, and a longer cymbium
in males. They named the new genus “Metriura”, which means
“medium tail” in Greek, referring to the moderately long pos-
terior lateral spinnerets.

The detailed original account of the male holotype of M.
striatipes describes a specimen with two rows of teeth on supe-
rior tarsal claws, a long and slender embolus, a male spur with

a single branch having an apical megaspine, a basally curved
metatarsus I and a tubercle at the medial portion of the
retroventral metatarsus I. These characteristics are compatible
with diplurids but are not exclusive to the family. Conversely,
the holotype has the labium longer than wider, subquadrate
maxillae, and tarsi short and not pseudosegmented, which are
not diplurinid characteristics (RAVEN 1985). Furthermore, the
original description of M. striatipes does not include an illus-
tration of the spinnerets, which are structures fundamental for
assigning the species to the Dipluridae, since two of the three
synapomophies of the family (RAVEN 1985) are related to these
structures. Therefore, the inclusion of Metriura in Dipluridae is
questionable and we herein reinterpret its taxonomic position.

In order to clarify the question, we reanalyzed the mor-
phological characteristics provided in the description of M.
striatipes based on voucher specimens and photographs of ad-
ditional structures of the holotype. Specimens examined in this
paper are deposited at the Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas da
Amazônia, Manaus (INPA), at the Muséum national d’Histoire
naturelle, Paris (MNHN), and the Museu Nacional, Rio de
Janeiro (MNRJ).

Our study indicates that Metriura is not a diplurid because
it lacks two of the three synapomorphies of the family; i.e., the
posterior lateral spinnerets are not elongated and the posterior
median spinnerets are not widely separated (Fig. 1). Moreover,
the species resembles an aporoptychine cyrtaucheniid.
Aporoptychines are characterized by a subquadrate maxilla, la-
bium almost as long as wide or longer, a short diagonal fang,

SHORT COMMUNICATION

Metriura Drolshagen & Bäckstam, 2009 (Araneae: Dipluridae) is a junior
synonym of Fufius Simon, 1888 (Araneae: Cyrtaucheniidae)

Rogério Bertani1,2, Caroline Sayuri Fukushima1 & Roberto Hiroaki Nagahama1

1 Laboratório Especial de Ecologia e Evolução, Instituto Butantan. Avenida Vital Brazil 1500, 05503-900 São Paulo, SP, Brazil.
2 Corresponding author. E-mail: rbert@butantan.gov.br

ABSTRACT. The monotypic diplurid Metriura Drolshagen & Bäckstam, 2009 is placed in synonymy with Fufius

(Cyrtaucheniidae) syn. nov. since Metriura lacks two of three diplurid synapomorphies (elongate posterior lateral spin-

nerets and the widely separated posterior median spinnerets) and shares synapomorphies with both aporoptychine

cyrtaucheniids (subquadrate maxilla and a longer than wider labium) and Fufius (recurved and broad fovea, the typical

incrassate tibia I of the male, with the spur having a single short branch and an apical megaspine, the basally curved

metatarsus I and provided with a ventral tubercle). The type species of Metriura, M. striatipes Drolshagen & Bäckstam,

2009 is considered valid, and due to the synonymy of Metriura with Fufius, Fufius striatipes (Drolshagen & Bäckstam,

2009) comb. nov. is established.

KEY WORDS. Amazon; Mygalomorphae; synonymy; taxonomy.



494 R. Bertani et al.

ZOOLOGIA 29 (5): 493–495, October, 2012

and the associated short fang groove (RAVEN 1985). A subquadrate
maxilla and a labium that is longer than wide, two cyrtaucheniid
characteristics, are clearly visible in the illustration of the holo-
type provided by DROLSHAGEN & BÄCKSTAM (2009).

Other characteristics, such as a recurved and broad fovea,
the typical incrassate tibia I of the male, with the spur having a
single short branch and an apical megaspine, the basally curved
metarsus I (RAVEN 1985) and provided with a ventral tubercle are
all characteristics of species of Fufius Simon, 1888 (Cyrtauche-
niidae Simon, 1889). In addition, the presence of “legs with dis-
tinct pattern consisting of 1-2 stripes on all segments except
tarsi” (DROLSHAGEN & BÄCKSTAM 2009) in the juvenile paratype is
also compatible with Fufius. The presence of this leg pattern is a
common juvenile characteristic of many species of Fufius and
may completely disappear when the specimen reaches matu-
rity. All characteristics presented in the description, as well as
those obtained by us, are compatible with the cyrtaucheniid
Fufius. Therefore, the diplurid Metriura Drolshagen & Bäckstam,
2009 is here considered a junior synonym of the cyrtaucheniid
Fufius Simon, 1888 syn. nov.; and, consequently, M. striatipes is
transferred to Fufius striatipes (Drolshagen & Bäckstam 2009)
comb. nov.. Examination of most of the holotypes of the known
species of Fufius indicates that F. striatipes is a valid species.

TAXONOMY

Fufius Simon, 1888

Fufius Simon, 1888: 213 (type species by monotypy Fufius
atramentarius Simon, 1888; female holotype in MNHN, ex-
amined); Platnick, 2012.

Hapalothele (in part: H. albovittata Simon, 1891: 306; H.
auricomus Simon, 1891: 305; H. lanicia Simon, 1892: 283).

Brachythele (in part: B. antillensis F.O.P.-Cambridge, 1898: 899).
Phrissaecia Simon, 1892: 274 (type species by monotypy

Phrissaecia ecuadorensis Simon, 1892). First synonymized by
Simon, 1903: 967.

Hermorhachias Mello-Leitão, 1941: 234 (type species by origi-
nal designation Hermorhachias annulipes Mello-Leitão, 1941).
First syonymized by Raven, 1985: 134.

Metriura Drolshagen & Bäckstam, 2009: 365 (type species by
monotypy Metriura striatipes Drolshagen & Bäckstam, 2009);
Platnick, 2012. syn. nov.

Fufius striatipes (Drolshagen & Bäckstam,
2009) comb. nov.;

Metriura striatipes Drolshagen & Bäckstam, 2009: 365; Platnick,
2012.

Type material examined: BRAZIL, Amazonas: Manaus,
Tarumã Mirim, 03º06’00”S, 60º01’48”W, holotype male,
Metriura striatipes Drolshagen & Bäckstam, 2009, J. Adis leg.,
February 1982 (INPA 3507), examined by photographs; Manaos
(sic), holotype male, Fufius albovittatus (Simon, 1891), Haunwell,
MNHN (AR 7075, 9666); São Paulo: São Paulo, Parque Estadual
da Serra da Cantareira, Núcleo Estadual da Pedra Grande, ho-
lotype male, Fufius lucasae Guadanucci & Indicatti, 2004, C.C.
Aires leg. (MZSP 23231). ECUADOR, Loja, holotype female, Fufius
ecuadorensis (Simon, 1892), MNHN (AR 4948, 10582); GUATE-
MALA, holotype female, Fufius atramentarius Simon, 1888, Perrot,
MNHN (AR 4945; 8113).

Additional material examined. BRAZIL, Amazonas: Manaus,
2 males, Reserva Ducke 1501, km 41, Fazenda Esteio, L.E.R.E.
Silva leg., 1995 (MNRJ 04518).

Description. See DROLSHAGEN & BÄCKSTAM (2009).
Distribution. Known only from type locality, Manaus,

Amazonas.
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