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1 Introduc�on 
This document describes the criteria for evalua�ng scien�fic journals adopted by the SciELO 
Project (htp://www.scielo.org) for the admission and permanence of �tles in the SciELO Brazil 
electronic collec�on (htp://www.scielo.br). 

The criteria, as well as the policy and procedures for their applica�on, were discussed at the 
Seminar on Evalua�on and Selec�on Criteria for Scien�fic Journals, held in April 1999 at FAPESP, 
São Paulo, and approved by FAPESP and BIREME. They are herea�er referred to as SciELO Brazil 
Criteria because they maintain a close rela�onship with the Brazilian scien�fic publica�on in their 
formula�on and applica�on. 

As the SciELO Project expands to other countries in La�n America, there is an expecta�on of 
progressive enrichment and generaliza�on of the criteria, aiming to establish unique criteria for 
the admission and permanence of scien�fic journals in na�onal and/or regional SciELO collec�ons. 

2 Objec�ves of SciELO Brazil Criteria 
The SciELO Brazil Criteria are defined within the context of the SciELO Project, coordinated by 
FAPESP and BIREME, whose overall goal is to contribute to the development of na�onal scien�fic 
research through the improvement and expansion of means for dissemina�on, publica�on, and 
evalua�on of its results, making intensive use of electronic publishing. 

In the short term, the SciELO Project aims to radically increase the visibility, accessibility, and 
na�onal and interna�onal credibility of scien�fic publica�ons in La�n America and the Caribbean 
through the integrated online publica�on of na�onal or regional collec�ons of scien�fic journals. 
In the long term, the project seeks to contribute to the increased impact of na�onal scien�fic 
produc�on. 

To achieve the goals of the SciELO Project, it is essen�al to promote the improvement of na�onal 
scien�fic communica�on in all its aspects, seeking to iden�fy, encourage, and develop a core 
collec�on of scien�fic journals whose quality standards match those of top interna�onal 
scien�fic journals. In this sense, the criteria for the evalua�on of journals and the policies and 
procedures for their implementa�on cons�tute a fundamental line of ac�on for the SciELO 
Project. 

The specific objec�ves of the SciELO Brazil Criteria are to contribute to the forma�on and 
development of the core collec�on of scien�fic journals in SciELO Brazil, including: 

a. Providing support for the evalua�on of na�onal scien�fic journals for the purpose of 
determining their admission to the SciELO Brazil collec�on; 

b. Monitoring the performance of scien�fic journals included in the SciELO Brazil collec�on 
to determine their con�nued inclusion; 

c. Producing performance indicators for the SciELO Brazil collec�on as a whole and for each 
of the par�cipa�ng journals. 

http://www.scielo.br/
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The content and applica�on of the SciELO Brazil Criteria should align with the dynamics of the 
SciELO Project and, in par�cular, the process of forming and developing the SciELO Brazil 
collec�on. 

3 The SciELO Brazil Advisory Commitee 
The Advisory Commitee aims, based on the applica�on of the SciELO Brazil Criteria, to propose: 

a. The inclusion of new �tles of scien�fic journals in the SciELO collec�on; 
b. The exclusion of �tles of scien�fic journals from the SciELO collec�on; 
c. Modifica�ons to the evalua�on criteria for the admission and permanence of journal �tles 

in the SciELO Brazil collec�on; 
d. Performance indicators of journals in the SciELO Brazil collec�on, to be periodically 

published; 
e. The defini�on and improvement of the Commitee's func�oning to efficiently achieve the 

aforemen�oned objec�ves. 

The Commitee will be composed of representa�ves from the community directly involved in 
na�onal scien�fic communica�on, according to the following permanent composi�on: 

• Opera�onal Coordinator of the SciELO Project, as President; 
• Representa�ve of ABEC (Brazilian Associa�on of Scien�fic Editors); 
• Representa�ve of the Program for Support to Scien�fic Publica�ons of FAPESP (São Paulo 

Research Founda�on); 
• Representa�ve of the Program for Support to Scien�fic Publica�ons of CNPq/FINEP 

(Na�onal Council for Scien�fic and Technological Development/Funding Authority for 
Studies and Projects); 

• Representa�ve of CAPES (Coordina�on for the Improvement of Higher Educa�on 
Personnel); 

• Three Scien�fic Editors, one from the Biological Sciences, one from the Exact Sciences, and 
one from the Humani�es, elected annually from the editors of scien�fic journals in the 
SciELO Brazil collec�on. 

The Commitee may also include, in its mee�ngs and ac�vi�es, the par�cipa�on of consultants and 
external experts when necessary. 

4 The Scope of the SciELO Brazil Collec�on 
The SciELO Brazil Collec�on includes scien�fic journals that predominantly publish ar�cles resul�ng 
from original scien�fic research and other significant original contribu�ons to the specific field of 
the journal. The process of review and approval of contribu�ons must be conducted by peers. 

The collec�on of each individual �tle in SciELO Brazil should start from the year 1997 or from the 
first issue for journals created a�er 1997. Contribu�ons may be writen in English, Portuguese, or 
Spanish. 

Journals in the SciELO collec�on do not necessarily have to be published in print. 
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5 SciELO Brazil Criteria for admission of journals to the collec�on 

5.1 Criteria for automa�c admission during 1999, 2000, and 2001 
The SciELO Brazil Criteria for the admission of new journal �tles take into considera�on previous 
evalua�ons to which these journals have been subjected, including their par�cipa�on in selected 
interna�onal indexes, the 1997 evalua�on by FAPESP, and also the 1997 evalua�on by CNPq/FINEP. 

A journal �tle will be automa�cally eligible for admission if it is indexed in one of the selected 
indexes described in item 5.1.1 or if it has received a high score in the evalua�ons conducted by 
FAPESP and CNPq/FINEP. 

5.1.1 Journals included in interna�onal indexes 
Na�onal journals that are indexed in the following interna�onal indexes are automa�cally eligible 
for their ini�al admission to the SciELO Brazil collec�on: 
 

- ISI 
- MEDLINE/Index Medicus 
- PsycINFO (APA) 

 
The Advisory Commitee is responsible for modifying this list of interna�onal indexes. The 
con�nued inclusion of journals from this group in the SciELO Brazil collec�on will be determined 
based on performance indicators defined in sec�on 6. 
 
 
5.1.2 Journals pre-selected by FAPESP Criteria 
Na�onal journals that were evaluated by FAPESP during the year 1997, and received a classifica�on 
of high-priority content, as well as performed very well or well, are automa�cally eligible for their 
ini�al admission to the SciELO Brazil collec�on. 
 
The con�nued inclusion of journals from this group in the SciELO Brazil collec�on will be determined 
based on performance indicators defined in sec�on 6. 

 
5.1.3 Journals pre-selected by CNPq/FINEP Criteria 
Na�onal journals classified as Group A by the Program for Support to Scien�fic Publica�ons of 
CNPq/FINEP during the year 1997 are automa�cally eligible for their ini�al admission to the SciELO 
Brazil collec�on. 
 
The con�nued inclusion of journals from this group in the SciELO Brazil collec�on will be determined 
based on performance indicators defined in sec�on 6. 

 
5.2 Evalua�on Criteria for Journals for admission to SciELO 
When a journal �tle is not automa�cally eligible for admission to SciELO, it should be evaluated 
based on the following indicators: 
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5.2.1 Scien�fic character 
The journals must predominantly publish original contribu�ons resul�ng from scien�fic research 
and/or significant to the specific field of the journal. Whenever necessary, the SciELO Advisory 
Commitee may request peer opinions to verify the predominance of original contribu�ons. 

 
5.2.2 Peer review 
The review and approval of contribu�ons must be conducted by peers. The journal should formally 
specify the procedure followed for ar�cle approval. From admission to SciELO, the peer review 
process must be documented. It is mandatory to indicate the key dates of the peer review process, 
including the dates of receipt and approval. 
 

5.2.3 Editorial board 
The composi�on of the editorial board of the journal must be public. Its members must be 
recognized experts, both na�onally and interna�onally. Journals with a board predominantly 
affiliated with one ins�tu�on and with ar�cles mainly from a single ins�tu�on or geographic region 
will not be admited. 
 

5.2.4 Frequency 
Periodicity is an indicator that depends on the journal's field. It reflects the flow of scien�fic 
produc�on in the specific area covered by the journal and is also related to the �meliness and speed 
of communica�on. 
 
The following table indicates, according to major thema�c areas, the minimum and desired 
periodicity, as well as the minimum and desired number of ar�cles per year: 
 
                                  Periodicity     Minimum Ar�cles per year 
   Thema�c Area             Minimum  Desired                            Minimum                           Desired 

 
Biological quarterly quarterly 32 60 
Exact Sciences quadrennial quarterly 18 40 
Humani�es biannual quadrennial 10 24 
    
    

5.2.5 Dura�on 
O periódico deve ter pelo menos 4 números publicados para ser considerado para avaliação. 
 

5.2.6 Punctuality 
O periódico deve aparecer pontualmente de acordo com a sua periodicidade. 
 
5.2.7 Abstract, keywords, and �tle in english 
The ar�cles must contain a �tle, abstract, and keywords in the language of the ar�cle, as well as in 
English when it is not the language of the ar�cle. 

 



7 
 

5.2.8 Standardiza�on 
The journal must specify the standard(s) followed for the presenta�on and structuring of texts, as 
well as for the presenta�on of bibliographic references, so that it is possible to assess compliance 
with the indicated standards. 

 
5.3 Opinion on the admission process 
The admission of a journal to the SciELO collec�on must be done a�er a posi�ve opinion from the 
SciELO Advisory Commitee.  

Whenever necessary, the Commitee will request peer review to support its opinions.  

The SciELO Na�onal Unit will contribute to the Commitee's work by providing the necessary 
informa�on and documenta�on.  

The Commitee's opinion may include recommenda�ons for improvements and modifica�ons in the 
journals, which should be implemented within the specified �me frame. 

 

6 Performance evalua�on criteria for con�nued inclusion in SciELO 
In principle, all indicators adopted for the evalua�on of journal �tles for admission to SciELO 
Brazil also apply to their con�nued inclusion.  

Compliance with the improvement recommenda�ons presented in the journal's admission 
opinion should be treated as an indicator for its con�nued presence in the SciELO collec�on. 

The following are specific indicators of journal performance in the SciELO collec�on, which 
should be used to jus�fy their con�nued inclusion in the collec�on: 

6.1 Punctuality in submi�ng files 
Punctuality of submission is measured by the arrival of files at a SciELO Unit, which must follow the 
journal's specified frequency promptly. The SciELO Unit should report any delays in file submission. 
 
Journals that are not punctual will be analyzed by the SciELO Advisory Commitee and may be 
subject to exclusion from the collec�on. 

 
6.2 Journal Usage Indicator 
"The use of the journal is measured by the monthly evolu�on of the number of accesses or visits to 
the content of the journal. If the use of the journal is systema�cally low and/or decreasing when 
compared to journals in the same area, the con�nued inclusion of the journal in the collec�on 
should be assessed by the SciELO Advisory Commitee. The Commitee will provide an opinion to 
study the causes and possible solu�ons or propose the exclusion of the journal from the collec�on. 

 
6.3 Impact Indicator 
The impact indicator of each journal �tle, measured based on the cita�ons the journal has received, 
must be assessed in conjunc�on with journals in the same field. 
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An increase in the impact factor or its stabiliza�on at the average value of journals in the same field 
is considered a posi�ve performance outcome and, therefore, ensures the con�nued inclusion of 
the �tle in the SciELO collec�on. 

 
7 Opinion on the �tle exclusion process 
The exclusion of a journal from the SciELO collec�on must be done a�er an opinion from the SciELO 
Advisory Commitee. 

 
8 Resources 
The journal editor may appeal the decision of the SciELO Advisory Commitee, both in cases of 
admission and exclusion from the SciELO collec�on. 
 
Appeals will be examined by the Advisory Commitee, and the journal may be reevaluated. The 
opinion of the Advisory Commitee will be sent to the journal editor. 
 

9 Readmission 
Journals that are excluded from the SciELO collec�on may be readmited whenever they meet the 
inclusion and con�nued inclusion criteria for the SciELO collec�on again. Readmission will be 
evaluated by the SciELO Advisory Commitee. 
 
Readmission will not be effec�ve immediately a�er the exclusion of a journal from the SciELO 
collec�on. To be reassessed, a journal must demonstrate that it again meets the criteria for at least 
4 consecu�ve issues or 1 year. 
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