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Figure 2. Marsypianthes tubulosa. A–B. Cyme detail. C. Habit. (Photos by Raymond Harley).



Marsypianthes tubulosa, a new species of Hyptidinae (Lamiaceae) from the Brazilian Cerrado
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Figure 3. Distribution map of Marsypianthes tubulosa. BA: Bahia; GO: Goiás; MA: Maranhão; PA: Pará; PI: Piauí; TO: Tocantins.

sparse, short trichomes, 6–7-flowered, not forming a 
sub-globose head; bracteoles 1.0–1.1 cm long, lanceolate, 
slightly concave towards apex with ciliate margin. Flower 
pedicellate, with pedicel 2.0 mm long; calyx at anthesis 
green, being slightly purple towards apex, 1.2–1.4 cm long, 
campanulate, membranous, covered with long sparsely 
glandular trichomes, glabrous within, tube 7.0–8.0 mm 
long, lobes slightly purple, equal, 5.0–6.0 mm long, slightly 
overtopping the corolla tube, deltate, membranous, margins 
ciliate, apex shortly acuminate; fruiting calyx brown, 1.1–1.3 
cm long, campanulate, chartaceous, sparsely covered with 
few long hairs, glabrous within, tube 6.2–7.0 mm long, 
length of lobes as at anthesis, deltate, slightly reflexed, 
chartaceous; corolla pale lilac, tube 1.1–1.2 cm long, 2.0 
mm diam. near base, 1.8 mm diam. near throat, externally 

glabrous, except for the dorsal part of the lobes, which is 
sparsely covered with few short hairs and slightly hirsute 
internally, lobes 3.0–3.5 mm long, apex rounded; stamens 
with filaments slightly hirsute, 6.2 mm long, anthers 2.4 
mm long; gynoecium with style 1.2 cm long, glabrous, 
stylopodium persistent, stigma bifid, ovary 4-lobed, 1.0 
mm diam. Nutlets not observed.

Distribution and ecology– Marsypianthes tubulosa 
seems to be endemic to the Cerrado. It was collected in an 
area knowing as “campo sujo” (a physiognomy of Cerrado 
composed essentially by forest and rupestrian elements) 
with sandy white soils, in an elevation of 340 m in the 
municipality of Natividade, in Tocantins state, central 
Brazil. (Fig. 3).
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Flowering and fruiting– The species was collected with 
flower in January. Although fruiting calyx was present, the 
nutlets were not observed.

Conservation status– The new species is known only 
for the type collection. Therefore, we decided to classify the 
species as Data Deficient, as more botanical efforts could 
reveal the real extent of occurrence of this species.

Etymology– The specific epithet refers to the long corolla 
tube of the new species, character which is uncommon in 
the genus and distinguishes it from similar taxa.

Discussion
Marsypianthes tubulosa can be immediately recognized 

from other species of the genus by its spreading stems, 
branching habit and the cyme not forming a globose head. 
This species differs from M. chamaedrys, which is the most 
similar species, by the cyme not forming a globose head and 
6–7-flowered (vs. globose cyme and 7–10-flowered), longer 
calyx, both at anthesis and fruit, 1.2–1.4 cm and 1.1–1.3 
cm long respectively (vs. calyx at anthesis up to 0.5–0.7 cm 
long and fruiting calyx 0.6–0.8 cm long), corolla pale lilac 
with tube 1.1–1.2 cm long (vs. corolla violet-bluish with 
tube 0.4–0.5 cm long). From M. burchellii, which is the only 
other species with tall shrubby stems, it can immediately 
be distinguished by the bright purple calyx at anthesis, 
with tube 0.9–1.2 cm long and corolla pale creamy-yellow 
with lobes 2.5–3.0 mm long (vs calyx ate anthesis green 
being slightly purple towards apex, corolla pale lilac, tube 
1.1–1.2 cm long and lobes 3.0–3.5 mm long in M. tubulosa). 
In the new species the calyx is predominantly greenish at 
anthesis, the tube is 7.0–8.0 mm long and corolla is pale 
lilac with lobes 3.0–3.5 mm long. Also, cyme indumentum 
of M. tubulosa is composed of sparsely and short glandular 
trichomes, as opposed as to a hirsute indumentum of long 
hairs on the cyme, as in M. burchellii. The new species is 
similar to another species from the Brazilian Cerrado, M. 
foliolosa, differing from the absent of viscid indument, the 
peduncle 8.7–9.0 mm long, number of flowers per cyme, 
6–7-flowered and calyx tube at anthesis 7.0–8.0 mm long 
(vs. glandular viscid indumentum, peduncle 0.5–0.7 mm 
long, cyme 2–5-flowered and calyx tube at anthesis 4.0–7.0 
mm long in M. foliolosa).
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