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OPINION

Ischemic stroke in a patient with 
cholangiocarcinoma: a case study
Acidente vascular isquêmico em paciente com colangiocarcionoma
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Dear Editors,

The concurrent neurological disorder among the cancerous 
patient is an important but forgotten issue. According to a ret-
rospective study by Li et al.1 on 10,693 patients, 15 patients ex-
periencing 16 ischemic strokes within the first month after the 
latest. Interesting, although the stroke is existed in cancerous 
patient, it is usually not considered in cancer therapy. If stroke 
occurs, a more complex scenario can be expected and this can 
be a new problem in holistic management of the cancerous pa-
tient. Here, the authors would like to share an experience on 
a male cholangiocarcinoma patient (stage 4) with the first di-
agnosis for two years. This patient was undergone chemo-im-
munotherapy on one first round. On the last week of the cycle, 
the case complained for the sudden dizziness and weakness. At 
first, the symptomatic treatment was given but his symptom 
did not improve. The computerized tomography (CT scan) was 

further done and showed the suspected infarction or brain me-
tastasis. However, the confirmation by CT scan revealed many 
areas of ischemic infarction on his brain. This case was finally 
diagnosed to have an ischemic stroke as a concurrent abnor-
mality. The patient was referred to the neurologist for stroke 
management. From history review, this case had underlying 
hypertension and dyslipedemia without a continuous care. As 
noted, the existence of concurrent ischemic stroke in cancer-
ous patient is not common and can be interesting case report. 
For some cancers such as head and neck cancer, it is confirmed 
for increased risk of ischemic stroke2. Based on the literature, 
this is the first concurrent appearance of cholangiocarcinoma 
and ischemic stroke. Of interest, cholagiocarcinoma is usually 
advanced and the patient usually died early, hence, it might be 
the reason for no previous report. However, this case got the 
good intensive cancer therapy so the unexpected concurrent 
neurological disorder can be seen.
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