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Dear Editor,We read with great interest the study 
by Wang et al.1 in which they demonstrated that 
high-resolution multi-contrast MRI played an excel-
lent role in identifying carotid plaque components 
in a patient with homozygous familial hypercholes-
terolemia (HoFH). The authors indicate that data on 
carotid plaque burden may provide some information 
on patients with HoFH. In our opinion, we should 
combine a large number of relevant clinical cases to 
verify this.

Firstly, it is novel and innovative to use high-res-
olution MRI testing for plaque histology of patients 
with HoFH. Although the diagnostic accuracy of 
MRI is superior to CT in detecting thymomas, there 
is only one case included in present study2. Thus, 
more patients with HoFH should be recruited in 
future studies.

Secondly, high-resolution MRI has the ability to 
qualitatively and quantitatively evaluate the main com-
ponents of advanced carotid atherosclerotic plaques. 
However, familial hypercholesterolemia is often per-
ceived and described as underdiagnosed and under-
treated3. In this kind of patient with major symptoms, 
CT would be treated directly with endarterectomy, 
with no change of the treatment given by the MRI.
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