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The AIBE and the new phase of the RBHH

Ângelo Maiolino The Associação Ítalo-Brasileira de Hematologia (Italian-Brazilian Association of
Hematology – AIBE) was founded on 04/02/2004 in the city of Genoa, Italy. The primary
objectives of the AIBE are to promote the integration of the hematology service of both
countries through an exchange of healthcare professionals and the development of research
of common interest.

Since its inception, the AIBE chose the Revista Brasileira de Hematologia e
Hemoterapia (RBHH) as its official vehicle for the publication of scientific articles. For us,
it is a great pleasure to participate in this new phase of the journal, its internationalization.

The AIBE can be a powerful tool in this process, as publishing the journal in
English and its future indexing by Pubmed will increase, without any doubt whatsoever,
the interest of colleagues and Italian researchers in publishing their articles in the journal.

It is important to note that at present Italy is ranked second in the world in the
number of scientific publications in the field of hematology. The Italian members, who
helped found the AIBE are also in the leadership and participate in several cooperative
groups that develop highly important research protocols. Today, cooperation and
multicenter studies are of fundamental importance in the development of medical science
and Italy has a long tradition and has advanced greatly in recent years in the development
of these studies.

The AIBE and the RBHH are partners in this process and we believe that there
will be a great synergy in actions that undoubtedly will lead to great steps forward for
both.
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A new era, a new journal

Recently we completed 30 years of hematopoietic stem cell transplantation in Brazil.
We have over 50 transplant centers, totaling approximately 320 beds and more than 20,000
transplants have been performed. We have the third largest bone marrow donor registry in
the world, with around two million donors registered.

Over the years, the 'Boletim da Sociedade Brasileira de Hematologia e Hemoterapia',
which began in 1973, has accompanied all these changes. It became a journal with scientific
articles in 1984 (ISSN) and changed in 1999 to 'Revista Brasileira de Hematologia e
Hemoterapia' (RBHH). In 2000 the journal was indexed by SciELO, in 2008 by Scopus and
now in 2011 we will have the first issue published in English, thus improving international
visibility of our Brazilian works.

Moreover, this is the official publication of the Brazilian Society of Bone Marrow
Transplantation, where many transplant groups have published their clinical and laboratory
studies.

We are very fortunate that Professor Milton Artur Ruiz set his body and mind during
long years of his life improving this journal to where today we are proud to publish works
related to our area.

It was not without help that the journal has evolved because many other doctors
have helped by sending their articles, giving suggestions and supporting the RBHH.

The RBHH, in 2010, edited a special issue in which the Brazilian guidelines for
hematopoietic stem cell transplantation were published. This important publication counted
on the participation of all transplant centers across the country.

Finally, I would like to congratulate the President of the Associação Brasileira de
Hematologia e Hemoterapia, Professor Cármino Antonio de Souza, who with his friendship
and understanding always encouraged the development of the RBHH. The Sociedade
Brasileira de Transplante de Medula Óssea fully supports the initiative to internationalize
the journal with the objective of promoting and improving Brazilian transfusion medicine.

Congratulations to all!

Frederico Luiz Dulley
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