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This issue celebrates the first print edition of the Brazilian
Journal of Psychiatry, previously known as Revista Brasil-
eira de Psiquiatria. Over the years, we have come to
realize that the original title, in Portuguese, was no longer
suitable for a publication that is well consolidated in Brazil
and now aims to achieve large international recognition.
The journal has long become a national reference for
scientists working in the fields of neuroscience and mental
health research in Brazil; more recently, over the last
decade, the journal has expanded its presence among the
international community of psychiatric journals.

Even though we changed the language of the title, we
decided that it was important to maintain a strong identity
with our origins and connection to the Brazilian psychiatric
history. While the new title in English will make the journal
more identifiable to the international scientific community,
we decided to maintain a reference to Brazil in the title,
thus preserving a sense of identity to those familiar with
the journal’s past.

For years we have been discussing whether a title
change would improve the journal’s competitiveness
internationally. As the journal’s content has been pub-
lished exclusively in English for several years now, we
decided it was time to push forward. By changing the title,
we expect to increase the recruitment of scholarly works
to the journal, in terms of both number and quality of sub-
missions. Over the last 5 years, around 30% of the manu-
scripts we have received came from about 25 different
countries. We now hope to rise that number to 50% and
attract increasingly qualified research.

Another major change is that from now on the journal
will be published bimonthly. This change will support
shortened publication times and help to speed up the

whole publication process. The focus of the new Brazilian
Journal of Psychiatry remains the same and continuity is
guaranteed. We also take this opportunity to invite papers
of interest to the broader community in psychiatry and
mental health research. Manuscript types remain the
same as in recent years: the journal publishes Original
Articles, Systematic Reviews, Brief Communications, and
Letters. Manuscripts that bridge these categories to
increase the conceptual understanding of key issues in
the field may be submitted as Special Articles, at the
editors’ request.

Academic publishing is a competitive business and
editors strive to provide the best possible products to the
scientific community. This is an arduous task and we
understand that some may not welcome strategic changes
to a journal, especially when the journal looks back on
a very long history. After years of editorial experience,
however, and with an improved understanding of the
mechanisms that drive global science publishing, we are
convinced that the proposed changes to the journal will
improve its competitiveness and its global scope in the
years to come, as well as better serve the needs of our
scientific community.
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tuto Cérebro e Mente, and Universidade do Extremo Sul
Catarinense (UNESC). JQ is a 1A CNPq Research Fellow.

AEN has received clinical research support from Fund-
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